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November 18, 2009

To: Howard Stranq Office sf $urface Mining

Fnpn: Eddie Lopea Superintenden! Bryce Cnnyon National Park

Subieck Suggestions for the Evaluatios of the Utah Coal Regulatory Program

Thank you for ilre opportunity to provide feedback on the evaluation plecess forthe Utah Division of Oil,
Gas and Mining (DOGM). WE are pleased to have this opportunitl fs communicate ongoing res$urc€
prot*tion conceras as ideatified by our parlc as well as par& units in southern Utah-

As directed by the Organic Act {16 USC I et seq. Organic Act}, Red*'oods National Par* Ast {16 USC 79a-
79q), and Natisnal Park $eryice Policy {2006}, national parks arc respsnsibte fanrespnding to any propesals
and changes to adjasent lands tbat may impact the park's resourcss such as but nst limitsd to air pollution,
water pollution, and the loss of scenic vistas, natural quiet, and witdlife habitat With the possibility of
lnsreased levels of mining activity that may oceur in our regrffi, espiatly related to fi*rmc activity
associatd with &s Coal Hollorr projscl it is imperative that ptsntial impacts be emeined and minimizd
to tte ma:rirnum entent practicable so that energr development can be conductd in a manner that ensur€s the
protection of adjacent public lands.

Bryce Canyon National Park was established, in part, for its "tmusual seffric beauty," and the authorities
establishing and enl*rging the park explicitly mandate the preservation ofthese scenic resources, The park
receives approximately l-5 million visitors annually, who come to enjoy the outstanding visual, recreafional,
and resource values that may be compromised from resource extfastim astivities on adjacent lands- Btyce
Canyon Nation*l Pa* is &e main visitor attraction to Garfield County, where tourism represents 60olo of ihe
eco*omic bse. As such, visitor expenditures contribute s*bstantial$ to employment and e€onomic activity
of Gsrfield Counfy. life belisvs drat *ctivities su*h as oil and gas leasing and mining explmation and
extractim in the regior ofthe parle coutd adversely impact the park's recreatian and tourism atbactiveness,
and lhus" the *onomy of the arga. Several issues kave been idsrtified f,s concsrns relatd to oil and gss
leasing and mining activities adjacsnt to, tr within tb* vicinity sffie prk, A primary sonccrn that could
affect the resources at Bryce Canyon {as well as other park units} is the protection of air quaiity.

The National Park Service is cencsrnsd about the patential impacts to air quallty and Air Qualif Relsted
Yaluss (AQRV) that cosld occutr in nearby l.,lational Par*s as a result of sil and gas extrastion asd miqing
activities. The poteutial for mining development in vicinify of Bryce Canyon is of paniculgr sonc€Nn due to
our status as a Class I areq relatd to visibility, which could be significantly affected by air pollution-
AQRV effects related to mining activities within close proximrty to any Class I or Class Il areas should be
specifically evaluated for large scale mining activities.

Other aonserns related to oil, gas and mining leases adjacent ts the park and within the region include the
spread of invasive spcies, boundary protection, scenic values, night skies and natural soundscape protection,
and watershe'd protection, Maay factors (tight pollutiono dust, roise, additiaml roads) singly rnay not



significantly degrade the natural environmsnt sr visitor's experience at Brycs Canyon National Park but
cumulatively could resuh in long-term rtsourcs deterioration and reducd visitor enjoyment-

The imprtance to Btyce Canyon Natioaal Park of the area in which potentid oil and gas leasing and mining
activities may oscur was noted in a l9E0 *Secretary's Decision- (OSM Ref. No. 79-5-001). This decision
designated as unsuitable for surface coal miniag much oftbe sama area which is now proposed foroil and
gas operations-to protect the values and resourcss of Bryce Canyon National Park. Many of &e same
factom thst make this area unsuitable for surface coal miniug also make the area unsuitable for oil and gas
exploration and ex*action. Also relevsat is ltem 6 of this decision, rvhich states, "(Jnder no circumslances
should this deeision become the on$t basisfor protection of the valuesfor which Bryce Caryon Notional
Pcrrlc was established ond tr direc, thot these p*r*values be ta*en into rccowt in fufire decisions by the
bweaus af this Departwent on minfug plcril,s, permit applicatians or otlwr rctivilies on wdesignated Federal
Im& netr lle Park...".

l#e apprwiate the Office of Surface Mining's consideration of our soncsrns as you are evaluating the
effectiveness of HGM to minimize offsite impacts to rEsources adjasent to pernritted mining operations. If
you have any questions regarding our comments, please contact Laura Schragq Acting Chief sf Resurees
Stewardship & Science Division, fit 435-83 44751 or lpufq-schrage@nps-gsv,

Canyon National Park

cc:
Andrea Stacy, Air Ressurces Division, NPS
Paul Roslandt, Superintendent Cdar Breaks National Monument
Superintenden! Zion National Park
Suprinteadent Capitol Rssf Natioaal Park
Lori Wood, District Ranger, Powell Ranger District


